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Minds are differently constituted. For some it is as natural 
to accept everything that presents itself, as for others to reject 
everything. At one period of life the individual may have a 
disposition to accept ; at another period the same individual may 
be more inclined to reject. Childhood and old age are for 
different reasons credulous ; sturdier manhood, more skeptical. 
Belief in the case of different individuals is based upon different 
foundations. What in one instance is entirely satisfactory proves 
in another to be utterly insufficient. At one age of the world, 
and for persons of a certain cast of mind in all ages, prophecy 
and miracles are demanded, if religious faith is to stand firm, 
while the personal experience and the great teachings of history 
render a better service in another age and for another class 
of minds. 

To be ready to believe is to hold one's mind open to receive 
truth upon good and satisfactory evidence. To believe is to 
accept that which evidence of one kind or another shows to be 
true. The man who believes is, in a word, the man who 
possesses a mind sufficiently trained to adapt itself to new 
evidence upon any given subject. The believing man will accept 
only that for which he finds sufficient evidence ; but this he will 
always accept. The non- believing man is one who is not 
ready to accept new truth, or new forms of old truth, without a 
kind of evidence which under ordinary circumstances would not 
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be demanded. Non-believers divide themselves into two classes : 

( 1 ) Those who do not believe in religious truth of any kind ; 

(2) those who do not believe in the more modern representa- 
tions of religious truth. The former may have a mind ready to 
accept anything however difficult to believe, in any line of 
thought which does not come into contact with the religious, 
but the moment that the religious question is presented, the 
mind assumes an attitude which renders it incapable of exercis- 
ing belief. The latter having been trained in accordance with 
the views of a particular school, refuse to accept any religious 
idea which is not strictly in harmony with the ideas of the 
system proposed. In both cases the mind is closed and not 
open. In both cases the non- belief is due in large measure to 
lack of favorable opportunity for thoroughly estimating the 
position of those with whose views the individual has come into 
conflict. 

Belief in the Bible is something so indefinite as to be 
difficult to define. A score of questions immediately suggest 
themselves. Do I believe that the Bible came from God ? If 
so, in what sense and how ? Do I believe that all that is con- 
tained in the Bible originally belonged to it ? Or, have we in 
this collection certain accretions which have connected them- 
selves in an illegitimate manner ? Or, have we in it all that God 
intended we should have, there being a possibility that some of 
the books have been lost ? Any one of these questions might 
be settled and the others be left unsettled. Still further, if the 
belief is to be an intelligent belief, the answer can only be 
secured after years of research and investigation. If now, I 
chance to be one of those who believe and I raise these ques- 
tions, I do so in order to establish my belief more firmly. If I 
am an unbeliever and raise these questions, the purpose is to 
secure a ground for belief. On the other hand I may have an 
intellectual belief in the Bible and lack that spiritual belief 
which alone will enable me to grasp its full meaning, for there is 
a spiritual belief which exists separate from the intellectual 
belief. All this shows that no answer given to the questions 
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asked above can be satisfactory. I may say "yes," and mean a 
dozen different things. One man may say "yes," and yet not 
believe half so strongly or so intelligently as another man who 
will be compelled to say "no." For what is in the Bible is one 
thing, what men of our times have put into it is another. In 
any case, belief in the Bible is something which depends to a 
considerable extent upon certain things outside of the Bible 
rather than upon the Bible itself. 



Why do I believe in the Bible and in what the Bible contains? 
Two answers may be given this double question. First, I believe 
in the Bible because of what it contains. These things are not 
found in the bibles of other nations, or, indeed, anywhere in other 
literatures. The early stories of ancient nations may be 
placed side by side with Israel's early stories, and although all 
treat of the same subjects, namely, The Creation, The Garden of 
Eden, The Fall, the Beginnings of Civilization, The Early Patri- 
archs, The Deluge, The Dispersion of Nations, there is some- 
thing found in the biblical accounts of these important events 
which no other account presents. This something is the evi- 
dence on which I base my belief that a more than man has here 
done work. The histories of the most ancient nations may be 
placed side by side with the biblical histories found in the Penta- 
teuch, Samuel and Kings. While much that is common to all 
may be found in the Bible, there is an additional element which 
no other ancient history furnishes. This element may be diffi- 
cult to describe, but it is easily felt. It is something which ele- 
vates and purifies ; which stimulates and dignifies. The world's 
literatures are full of significant expression to God of the heart's 
feelings on account of sin, but a study of the utterances in this 
line found in the Bible reveals the fact that there are 
ideas here not found elsewhere. One reads universal litera- 
ture in vain to find a story like the story of the Life and 
Death of Jesus Christ. And so, because the Bible contains 
things not found elsewhere, because these things seem to be 
essential to any true life, one believes in the Bible. The pres- 
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ence of these things is evidence to an unbiased reader or student 
that the book which contains them is worthy of special regard. 
All these things are good things, and the book which alone con- 
tains them must be a good book. The purpose which it was 
intended to subserve, and which is clearly seen on every page, 
must be a good purpose. I am ready, therefore, to believe it 
and to believe in it. This may be very general, but it is enough. 
Particulars must be left for those who have the time and ability 
to bestow upon them their attention. 

Secondly, I believe what the Bible contains because the Bible 
contains it. This may seem to be reasoning in a circle. If 
applied in detail, however, it is not necessarily such. The Bible 
contains many things about which there is no dispute. Here is 
something, however, concerning which I may be doubtful. The 
truth of the other portions does not, it is true, prove conclusively 
the truth of this portion, but the fact that this doubtful portion 
is found in the book, the great mass of which no one disputes, is 
some evidence at least of the reliability of the thing doubted. 
So long, therefore, as there is no positive and direct proof to the 
contrary, I believe this thing simply because I find it in the Bible. 
Perhaps the tendency of ordinary religious thought is to carry 
this possibility too far, and especially does this hold good in 
those cases in which the thing supposed to be found in the Bible 
is only a conjecture. 

But after all the practical question suggests itself, How shall 
we secure belief in the case of those who have never yet been led 
to believe? It may be set down as a well established fact that 
argument will accomplish nothing. In most cases it drives men 
farther away. The man who is ready to argue is in most cases 
going in directly the opposite direction from that of belief. Non- 
belief in the majority of instances is due to lack of acquaintance 
with the facts. Few persons who really know the contents of 
the Bible are unwilling to accept it. Our first duty, therefore, 
should be to make known as best we can the essential ideas of 
this great collection of books. But here arises a serious diffi- 
culty. Non- belief is due in many instances also to the confusion 
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which has come to exist among men between Bible truth on the 
one hand and the distorted conceptions which are palmed off 
upon an unsuspecting public for Bible truth. Skepticism finds 
in these distortions the best soil in which to grow. The second 
obligation, therefore, which rests upon us, is to clear away the 
rubbish and to teach as Bible truth that which can beyond a 
doubt be shown to be real Bible truth. Patience and prayer must 
accompany the work both of teacher and taught, and with 
patience and prayer misconceptions will be laid aside, while truth 
in all its fullness and in all its power will exercise the influence 
which only truth can exercise. 



